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Brainerd Public Schools

Mission

“We are committed to quality schools

where all students learn well!”
Beliefs

We Believe that:


. . . 
All students can learn and succeed, but not at the same rate.


. . . 
Students rise to expectations; therefore, expectations should be high, achievable and understood by students, parents and teachers.


. . . 
All schools promote a positive environment that enhances self-esteem.


. . . 
Learning is a lifelong process.


. . . 
Each student should be valued and respected as an individual.


. . . 
Learning must be meaningful and relevant to life in an ever-changing world.

July 3, 1991

INTRODUCTION
One of the most influential national movements is the advent of standards which have great implications for students, teachers, and schools.  Standards have been developed in civics and government, history, geography, economics, and integrated standards have been developed by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS).  The State of Minnesota has developed High Standards in the area of social studies addressing student knowledge and skills.  The standards describe benchmarks of what students should know and be able to do at various developmental levels – early, middle, and high school grades.

While the District 181 Social Studies Committee uses these standards to define what students should know, the committee also believes that “Best Practice” research provides a framework for developing instructional activities.  These eight recommendations can help social studies teachers choose instructional strategies that are most appropriate for improving students interest and learning.

Recommendations for a Social Studies Classroom*

· Students should have opportunities to investigate topics in depth in their social studies courses.

· Students will have occasions to practice and improve choice and responsibility by selecting their own topics to study.

· Students should be actively involved in the classroom.

· By being involved in both independent inquiry and cooperative learning, students build skills and routines needed for lifelong, responsible learning.

· Learning in social studies should build on students’ prior knowledge.

· Students should explore a variety of cultures.

· Evaluation should reflect students’ thinking and prepare them to be lifelong responsible citizens.

· Social Studies should involve students in critical, spatial, and historical thinking.

Recommendations for a Social Studies Curriculum

· Social Studies should have history (U.S. and world) and geography as it’s core with other topics/concepts from the other social studies areas woven into the courses at all grade levels.

· Social Studies should be integrated with other curricular areas, such as history and literature, etc. to enhance students’ understandings of the relationships among the other disciplines.

· Social Studies should encourage “participatory citizenship” in civics education.

· Social Studies education should relate past events to present day life, world events, and the students’ lives in order to gain benefits from the lessons learned in history and to increase the capacity to positively shape the future.

· Social Studies curriculum at the elementary grades needs to be strengthened with more in-depth instruction to provide for a deeper understanding of concepts especially in history and geography.

· Social Studies curriculum should focus on essential foundational learnings in-depth.  Just “covering” the material needs to give way to in-depth study on fewer but critical learnings – (“less is more” concept).

· Social Studies should integrate a global perspective in the curriculum to further understandings of other nations and their interrelatedness with the United States.

· Social Studies should increase the emphasis on the study of economics so students can make use of key economic principles in every day life.

*Information from the Minnesota K-12 Social Studies Framework.

Academic Standards in History and Social Studies
The Academic Standards in History and Social Studies define a common foundation of knowledge and skills in United States history, world history, Minnesota history, geography, economics, and government and citizenship. 

Students beginning 9th grade in the 2004-2005 school year and later must successfully complete three and one-half credits of social studies encompassing at least United States history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics or three credits of social studies encompassing at least United States history, geography, government and citizenship, and world history, and one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s social studies or business department. 

The academic standards for social studies must be implemented for all students beginning in the 2005-2006 school year.

The standards are available below in PDF and Word formats.

PLEASE NOTE: The final version of the standards will be made available as soon as the Office of the Revisor completes the rulemaking process. Any changes made will be technical or grammatical in nature, and will not affect the content of the standards.

Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies
HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES
If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be . . .I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves.  And if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.
 - Thomas Jefferson

Public education in Minnesota must help students gain the knowledge and skills that are necessary to, in Jefferson’s view, protect and maintain freedom.  The Social Studies Standards on the following pages attempt to do just this by specifying the particular knowledge and skills that Minnesota students will be required to learn in the disciplines of U.S. History, World History, Geography, Economics and Civics as required by Minnesota statutes.   

These standards are written with the recognition that additional academic disciplines, Psychology, Sociology, and Anthropology, have strong traditions of instruction in Minnesota schools.  Schools may choose to continue teaching in these academic disciplines as local traditions, interest, and school priorities dictate.  

HISTORY

What is History?

The study of History (Minnesota, U.S., and World) helps students to see how people in other times and places have grappled with the fundamental questions of truth, justice, and personal responsibility, to understand that ideas have real consequences, and to realize that events are shaped both by ideas and the actions of individuals.  

The study of U.S. History helps students understand the democratic traditions of the United States and how these traditions were established and how they continue in the present.  U.S. History also helps students understand that the United States is a nation built on ordinary and extraordinary individuals united in an on-going quest for liberty, freedom, justice, and opportunity.  It helps students understand how much courage and sacrifice it has taken to win and keep liberty and justice.  

The study of World History helps students understand the major developments in the civilizations of Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  World History helps students recognize the “common problems of all humankind, and the increasing interactions among nations and civilizations that have shaped much of human life” and how individuals and nations have successfully or unsuccessfully met the challenges of human nature and their environment.  

Why study History?

American History should be studied because, as Kenneth T. Jackson - chair of the Bradley Commission on History in the Schools - states, “Unlike many other peoples, Americans are not bound together by a common religion or a common ethnicity.  Instead, our binding heritage is a democratic vision of liberty, equality, and justice.  If Americans are to preserve that vision and bring it to daily practice, it is imperative that all citizens understand how it was shaped in the past, when events and forces either helped or obstructed it, and how it has evolved down to the circumstances and political discourses of our own time.”

World History should be studied because of the increasing global connections in the areas of commerce, politics, technology and communications, transportation, and migration and resettlement.  These increasing connections make an understanding of the history of the world’s many cultures especially important in fostering the respect and understanding required in a connected and interdependent world.

 “We are committed to quality schools

where all students learn well!”
PURPOSE OF SOCIAL STUDIES:  To develop citizens who will contribute and participate responsibility in social, political, and economic processes in an ever-changing world.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


K-12 PROGRAM GOALS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES:


Opportunities will be provided for students to understand the/a:

1. Democratic Ideal (B, D, G)

· To understand the history and process of the democratic ideal;

· To compare and contrast to other systems in the world, other government systems;

· To understand democracy in the U.S. and the influence of various groups of people; and

· To understand how economic, political, social, and international circumstances effect democracy.

Key Questions for the Lifelong Learner:

· How is a sense of the past used to define self and society, the type of government practiced, and how it’s changed?

· How does geographic location influence how people construct their communities and their belief systems?

· What system of government do people practice?

· Who makes the decisions about social, economic, judicial, and political questions/issues?

2. Cultural Diversity (Pluralist Perspective)  (B, C, E, F, G)

· To understand how diversity of peoples has added to the cultural composition of the U.S. and vice versa;

· To understand the history of different cultures; and

· To promote cooperation and celebration of different cultures.

Key Questions for the Lifelong Learner:

· How do people communicate with one another and their culture?

· How do people deal with time?

· How does technology alter the ways in which people live related to science, religion, philosophy, and wealth?

· How do people treat one another?


3.
Global Perspective (D, G)

· To compare/contrast daily practices and ideas of world’s culture;

· To examine the civilizations that have existed before us and how they shaped ours;

· To understand what societies were like before they were nations;

· To understand how societies changed the natural environment;

· To forecast scenarios about human life on earth; and

· To investigate multiple maps of selected societies/nations.

Key Questions for the Lifelong Learner:

· How do gender roles and family systems differ in societies?

· How can the 5 Themes of Geography (place, location, region, movement, human/environmental interaction) help to describe a culture/place.

· How do people provide for social order, peace and justice in their lives?

· How does technology alter the ways in which people live?

4. Participatory Perspective (A, B, C, E, F, D, G)

· To perform community service;

· To participate in leadership responsibilities;

· To obtain practical political experiences;

· To participate in meaningful dialogue about global/local issues; and

· To understand the dynamics of democratic society and the importance of participation.

Key Questions for the Lifelong Learner:

· What kind of work do men and women do?

· How do gender roles of family systems influence the kind of work people do?

· How/why do people worship?

· How do people communicate with one another and their culture?

· How do people provide for social order, peace and justice in their lives?

· How does technology alter the ways in which people live?

5. Economic Development (A, D, E, G)

· To understand how people organize themselves economically;

· To understand how our society and other societies are economically organized;

· To identify the economic situations of different countries around the world;

· To understand how different types of government influence countries economic condition; and

· To develop an understanding on how one country’s economy influences another.

Key Questions for the Lifelong Learner:

· How do gender roles and family systems influence decisions about social, economic, and political questions/issues?

· How do people provide for social order, peace and justice in their lives?

WHAT DO WE KNOW?
The following compares characteristics of more traditional Social Studies Programs to programs designed to better meet future needs of the students.  In District 181, instruction continues to integrate the best current and traditional practices.

	Traditional
	Current

	
	

	1.
Learned about participation in civics, community service, etc.
	1.
Participate in civics activities and community service.

	2.
Tests that measured the facts.
	2.
Assessment to include the facts, but also a demonstration of the essential outcomes.

	3.
Learning materials evolved around a single textbook.
	3.
Learning materials have been expanded to include  artifacts, literature, film, art, etc.

	4.
Students learning solely from the teacher.
	4.
Learning from a constructive approach (projects, research, etc. to create meaning for self).

	5.
Disciplines taught in isolation.
	5.
Integration of social studies disciplines.

	6.
“Coverage” of as much of the text as possible.
	6.
More depth and breadth on fewer but highly significant topics.

	7.
Independent student work and learning.
	7.
Cooperative student learning and work to enhance social skills as well as the concepts.


IMPROVEMENT PLAN OF ACTION
1. To requisition materials and textbooks that align with the outcomes and updated program.


Action:

1.
Requisition textbooks as needed to deliver an updated program.





2.
Requisition new textbooks for U.S. Citizenship in Spring 2002.  (The timing will allow for recent presidential election information to be incorporated in the new text.



Timeline:

Spring 2001



Resources:

Capital Outlay Budget




Responsibility:




2. To identify and apply consistent strategies for note taking, vocabulary building, comprehension, and writing  in the social science discipline.


Action:

Identify and provide inservice on strategies that will be implemented in all 





social studies courses.



Timeline:

2000-01 School year, Floating inservice time



Resources:





Responsibility:

Social Studies Department

3. To develop and finalize all performance assessments that align with the MN Graduation Standards embedded into Social Studies courses.


Action:

1.
Develop an assessment for the new grade 12 Government course.






2.
Revisit assessment for Diverse Perspectives.



Timeline:

April 2001



Resources:






Responsibility:




4. To develop the newly developed or revised courses.  


Action:

1.
Develop the Grade 12 Government course.






2.




Timeline:





Resources:






Responsibility:

Respective Social Studies teachers.

5. To develop Senior-to Sophomore opportunities in the Social Studies department.


Action:

Develop the college economics course articulated with SCSU if possible.  



Timeline:

College Economics to be available in 2002-03 school year.



Resources:






Responsibility:

Social Studies Department

DISTRICT 181 SOCIAL STUDIES TOPICS BY STRAND

	Social Studies Strands &

Resources
	US History & MN History
	World History
	Geography
	Economics &

Government
	Reading

Strategies

	Kindergarten


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 1


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 2

    
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 3


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 4


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 5


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 6

Northern Lights,   © 

Journey Through Time, ©200? Glencoe

	MN History
	
	MN Geography
	
	Compare/Contrast

	Grade 7

The American Journey,


© 200? Glencoe

	
	
	
	
	FRAYER Model –  Voc.

1 of the following 3:

RAFT

Story Mapping/

   History Frame

Compare/Contrast?

T-Notes

	Grade 8

Geography: The World & Its People,


© 200? Glencoe

	
	
	
	
	Pairs Read

Concept Map

SQ3R

T-Notes


	Grade 9
Civics, Prentice 


© 2003

World History,


© 2005 Glencoe


	
	
	
	
	Sequential Roundtable Alphabet

Concept Definition Mapping

Semantic Map

RAFT

Story Mapping

	Grade 10
History of a Free Nation  © 1998, Glencoe


	
	
	
	
	Introduction to Text structure

SQ#R – emphasize the Survey portion (bold print, captions, pix, 
charts)  p. 145

Diff.t perspectives graphic outline (buffalo) – supplemental page

Think Aloud  p.148

Venn Diagram  p.121

History Frame  p.106

	Grade 11 or 12

Geo I (req.) & II

World Geography: Bldg a Global Presence   © 2005, Prentice 


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 11 or 12
Economics


	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 11 or 12
Government
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